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Writing 2: Academic Writing 
     [*rī′tĭng   too  ăk′Ƨ-dĕm′ĭk   rī′tĭng] 

Peter Romaskiewicz [*pē′tƧr rō′mƧ′skĕv′ĭtch]   Fall  2017 [*fôl twĕn′tē–sĕv′Ƨn-tēn′] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
pmr01@umail.ucsb.edu 

Classroom: HSSB 1232      T.R. 12-1:50PM 
Office: TBD  T.R. 11-12AM  &  by appt. 

Mailbox: South Hall 3421 (door locked at 5PM) 
 
 
What is this class about?
Welcome! The foundations of this course lie in the 
focused study of writing and on the regular practice 
in writing. The skills cultivated in this course will 
lead to a heightened awareness about the ways in 
which texts are crafted by writers and interpreted by 
readers. To achieve this, our readings, assignments, 
and classroom activities will examine the 
fundamental tenets of rhetoric and “good writing,” 
including genre, audience, purpose, evidence, 
context, tone, and style.   

Our course will be divided into three separate units 
that cumulatively inform each other: (1) identifying 

genre, (2) analyzing and evaluating genre across 
scholarly disciplines, and (3) performing genre 
translation. If we’re successful, you’ll be able to 
detect textual patterns more clearly through the lens 
of “genre theory.”  Additionally, the skills, 
strategies, and habits of mind that we’ll cultivate 
throughout this course will prepare you to become a 
more successful writer, thinker, and researcher as 
you navigate through the world (and beyond!) of 
academic writing. Overall, this is a collaborative, 
hands-on class designed to help you develop the 
tools necessary to be a successful writer.

Skills in Development 

v Analyzing genre conventions and rhetorical features of academic and non-academic texts 
v Engaging in the writing process (freewriting, brainstorming, drafting, critiquing peers’ writing, incorporating 

feedback from classmates and instructor, editing, revising) 
v Exploring strategies for improving higher-order writing concerns (analysis, argumentation, clarity, evidence) and 

lower-order concerns (syntax, mechanics, diction, concision) 
v Conducting library research and evaluating sources 
v Reflecting on your own writing development 
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Writing in this Course 
v Writing Projects (WP1-3) – WP assignments 

are formal, argumentative, research-based 
papers, 5-6 pages in length, that we will work 
on for about 3 weeks each. On the day these are 
due you will submit a folder containing the 
submission draft of your WP along with your 
two project builders, your peer-reviewed 
rough draft and your reader review chart. 
You will also need to include a reflective cover 
letter, which we will work on in class the day 
the submission draft is due. We will always 
have a reader review session in class before 
turning in your submission draft. I will provide 
comments on your writing project and return it 
to you. You must revise two of your three 
writing projects for your final course portfolio. 

v Project Builders (PBa-e) – PB assignments are 
shorter (two page) projects that will allow you 
to work on elements of the WPs. You will 
receive feedback (always from me, sometimes 
from each other) on your PBs that will help you 

develop each WP. You will turn these in with 
your WP submission packet. 

v Reflection Cover Letters – We will also work 
on pieces that reflect on your process of writing 
trough a few in-class assignments when turning 
in the WPs. You will turn these in as part of 
your WP submission pack. A submission pack is 
not considered fully submitted until you hand in 
this reflective cover letter. 

v GuachoSpace Reflections – I will assign a 
handful of very short projects that will help 
cultivate your critical analysis throughout the 
quarter. They may be based on readings or 
classroom activities. In general they will appear 
as Forums (or quizzes) on GauchoSpace in 
which you will respond. I will tell you more 
about these as the quarter progresses.  

v Final course portfolio –This is the cumulative, 
final product where you will revise two of your 
three WPs for a significant portion of your 
course grade.

 

Required Course Materials 

v Access to a computer with an internet connection and to our course website at GauchoSpace 
(https://gauchospace.ucsb.edu/) 

v Readings available for download from GuachoSpace. You must bring a printed or digital version of the day’s 
reading to class. 

v Diana Hacker & Nancy Sommers, A Pocket Style Manual, 7th edition (ISBN 9781457663093). Purchase Online.  
v Folder with two side pockets for turning in submission drafts 
v I may also assign occasional articles that you can access via GauchoSpace; I’ll let you know ahead of time 

when/if this is the case. 

What does it mean to be a “good writer”? 

                   
Ernest Hemmingway has famously said, “the first draft of everything is shit.” Some people believe that good writing 
is an inborn “gift,” but I have never found that to be true. Good writing is a skill that can be improved over time.  The 
best writing tends to be often revised and always reflects the writer’s attention to the context for which the text was 
written. There is no “good writing” without context, thus “good writers” know their audience and the best means to 
deliver a message to that audience. Sometimes this means working within the “rules,” sometimes breaking them. 
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Assessment Policies (brace yourself, here comes the “legalese”…)
 
§1.1 Overview 
Writing is an ongoing creative process that requires constant revision before its theoretical “completion.” I am 
here to encourage your writing and realize that your work will undergo revision, rewrites, and reflection. Putting 
a grade on something that will be revised is not very encouraging. Therefore, your course portfolio will make up 
the bulk of your final course grade at 50% while the writing projects and project builders will be evaluated with 
an eye toward revision. 

Each submission packet for the three writing projects is worth 5% 
(totaling 15%) of the final course grade and is based upon the 
thoroughness of your submission. Toward the end of the quarter, you 
will revise two of three drafts from the packets of your choosing for 
your final course portfolio. Writing Project submission packets will 
receive an A, a B, or a C (these are more equivalent to “+”, “√”, and “–” 
than grades) based on completion, or an Incomplete, which will need to 
be redone. These marks will reflect the thoroughness, creativeness, 
and care given to the writing in responding to the prompt, not the 
“rightness” of the work. 

The same system will apply to each of your five project builders (two per first two writing projects, and one for 
the third writing project). You must complete and turn in all five of the project builders. Your critical reflections 
on Gaucho Space will be evaluated for completeness (either you did it, or you did not do it) as part of your class 
participation grade.  
That said, grades are another kind of information that can inform your thinking about writing. As the quarter 
progresses, your writing should reflect increasingly informed work with the outcomes for this course. We’ll talk 
about this as the quarter continues.  
 
§1.2 Final Grade Percentages 
v Final Course Portfolio  (two WP revisions + final cover letter) – 50% 
v Project Builders (five of these) – 4% each = 20% total 
v Submission draft packets (three of these) – 5% each = 15% total 
v Class participation (includes participation in mind and/or body in GauchoSpace forums and quizzes, reader 

reviews, class discussion, and all other activities in the class) – 15% 

Note: Regardless of which WPs you revise in a final portfolio, if you have not turned in all drafts as part 
of a complete packet, you will not pass the course. All course submissions must be made in hardcopy form, 
I will not accept email submissions. 
 
§1.3 Attendance & Tardiness Policy 
Attendance is mandatory. You are allowed up to three class absences before automatically failing the course. On 
the fourth class absence, you will automatically fail. If you miss class, you will lose your participation points 
(4) for that day. If you come to class more than ten minutes late, or if you leave early, you will receive only two 
of the four attendance points. If you are ill or have an emergency, you can email me before class and ask to be 
excused. In the event that you miss class, be resourceful.  Contact your classmates to find out what we covered 
during class and get detailed notes.   
 
§1.4 Reader Review Policy 
Working with a class partner on reader review is also part of participating.  If you aren't here, your work and the 
work of your partner is affected. Unless sick, if you miss a Reader Review Day, or if you come to a reader 
review day without a draft, your participation grade in the course will be lowered by a full letter grade 
(i.e., from A to B, etc.). These Reader Review Days will be October 17th, November 7th, and November 28th. 
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§1.5 Participation Policy 
I hope you actively participate in this course. I say this because I found it is the best way to engage you in 
learning the material (and it makes lectures more fun.) So, please complete all readings or assignments and come 
to class prepared with the relevant readings and your mind ready to engage in the writing process. It is also 
extremely important that you make thoughtful contributions during reader review sessions. I’m sure you want 
helpful feedback on your work, so please attempt to do the same for your peers. Course participation accounts 
for 15% of your final grade. I take note of participation during class and will compile these notes to help 
determine your participation grade at the end of the quarter. Your timely posting of GuachoSpace entries will 
count towards your participation. 
 
§1.6 Technology & Digital Media Policy 
Please turn off your phones or set them to silent (*vibrate does 
not count*) before class begins. If your phone sounds in class 
for any reason – be it a call, text message, status update, or 
tweet – then you will forfeit your attendance points for that day. 
Even if your phone is on silent, avoid the temptation to begin 
surfing the web or checking for any updates. I hope you come 
to consider our time together as a period of contemplation 
and engagement. Laptop computers are allowed in class to 
take notes and to post classroom activities on GauchoSpace. 
Web-surfing and messaging are forbidden.  
 
§1.7 Late Submission Policy 
The quarter system moves quickly. I need to review all 
submission materials and return them to you in a timely 
manner in order for you to revise and submit the final portfolio. Therefore, late submissions of any kind (WP, PB, 
Final Portfolio) will result in a grade deduction for each day that it is late. This means that “A” level work can 
only receive as high as a “B” if it is one day late. Two days late will lower “A” level work to a “C”. Three days 
late, or beyond, will result in no credit, but the assignment must still be turned in towards the completion of the 
course. Lastly, if the Final Portfolio is late, there will be a full letter grade deduction for each day. Failure to 
turn in all of the assignments will result in a failing grade for the course. All assignments need to be 
turned in as hard copies. Emailed assignments are not considered as being submitted, so plan accordingly. 
 
§1.8 Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately passes off another's words or ideas without acknowledging their 
source. For example, turning another’s work as your own is plagiarism. If you plagiarize in this class, you will 
fail the assignment on which you are working and your case may be passed to the university for additional 
disciplinary action. Because of the design and nature of this course, it will take as much (or more) work for you 
to plagiarize in it than it will to actually complete the work of the class. Furthermore, that your work is not your 
own will be noticed almost immediately; as above, the consequences will be dire. Don’t do it. It’s not worth it. 
Plagiarism is different from misuse of sources, occasions when a writer does not properly cite a source, misuses 
quotations, includes too much of an original source in a paraphrase or summary, or commits similar 
unintentional violations of academic protocol. If you misuse sources, we will work together on appropriately 
incorporating and/or citing the sources.  
 
§1.9 Conduct Policy 
We will respect the opinion of others by maintaining a civil and professional atmosphere during discussion. 
Please observe common courtesy and do not interrupt your fellow students or the instructor while they are 
commenting. You are free to jump into the discussion at any time. I only ask that you do so politely. We are all 
part of a vibrant academic community and our interactions with each other should reflect our respect, especially 
when we may disagree with one another. 
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Our Learning Environment 
Public nature of writing 
Since academic writing is writing directed toward 
an audience, you should consider the writing that 
you do in this course “public,” that is, writing that 
others will read. For example, I sometimes use 
stellar examples of student writing in class. I will 
use your writing ONLY to demonstrate fantastic 
examples of what we’re doing. If there is writing 
that you would rather be of a less public nature, you 
can note it on the paper and/or send me an e-mail. 
 

 
Contacting Me 
I am here to help. Please feel free to visit during 
office hours or email me (pmr01@umail.ucsb.edu) 
with any questions and concerns. When emailing, 

please allow up to twenty-four hours for me to 
respond on weekdays and forty-eight hours on 
weekends. Further, please observe some level of 
formal conduct in your emails. I require a subject 
line (example: “Question about Writing 2 
Assignment) and semi-formal salutation, such as 
“Hi Peter.” I will be less inclined to respond to 
emails without a subject line or that begin with 
“Hey” or “ Yo,” or are only a directive such as 
“give me the notes for class today, I wasnt there.” In 
other words, please consider your audience when 
drafting emails – in this instance – your instructor. 
 
 
Writing/Learning Support 
I am available to help you with your writing, just 
send me an email or stop by my office hours. I am 
happy to work with you in whatever way 
facilitates your work in this class. Another option is 
CLAS (Campus Learning Assistance Services; 
http://www.clas.ucsb.edu/; 893-3269), which offers 
additional writing support through the help of peer 
advisors. If you are interested in working on the 
improvement of a specific writing skill (passive 
voice, grammar, paragraph structure, topic 
sentences, etc.) please consider using this free 
service. Note that CLAS does not edit your work for 
you, but provides you with a new perspective on 
your writing and suggestions for areas of 
improvement. 
 

Important Course Information 

v Prerequisites for WRIT2: The successful completion of Writing 1 or AWPE (Analytical Writing Placement 
Exam) placement in Writing 2.  

v Add/Drop Policy: Enrolled students who do not attend the first day of class will be dropped automatically from 
the course. New students will only be admitted as space allows. If you are not enrolled you must sign up on the 
class waitlist. 

v Drop Deadline via GOLD: Wednesday, October 4th, 4PM through GOLD. Students who miss this deadline 
must petition the Dean of the College of Letters and Science to drop this course. 

Students Requiring 
Support for Disabilities 

 
If you have a documented disability that affects 
your work in this (or any other) class, the Dis-
abled Students Program (http://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/) 
can help you. I can help you get in touch with 
them, or feel free to do so yourself. Please let 
me know if you do have a disability. 
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Audio Commentary 
All of my comments on your PBs and WPs will be 
given to you in an audio form emailed to you in a 
digital file (MP3). I have found this method to hold 
significant benefits for both you and myself.  

If for whatever reason you have difficulty 
with audio feedback, please let me know as soon as 
possible so we can find a solution. 
 
Publishing Your Writing 
Starting Lines is an anthology of student work 
published annually by the UCSB Writing Program. 

Submissions of writing are accepted throughout the 
year, and selections are made by faculty readers 
each spring. Prizes are awarded to contest winners 
in various categories, and all student authors receive 
certificates and a copy of the anthology. Student 
writers are also honored at an awards celebration at 
the end of spring quarter.  

This is a great opportunity to see yourselves 
as members of the academic community of writers 
at UCSB. If you have any questions regarding  
submissions please do not hesitate to come talk with 
me. 

 

Open For Debate 

“Take chances. It may be bad, but it’s the only way you can do anything really good.” – William Faulkner  
Most academic writing contains an argument, indeed, some philosophers and theorists claim that every text can be 
treated as an argument – all designed to influence readers. When you craft an argument you try to influence the 
opinions of readers. As we move more deeply into our course we will see that higher order concerns with writing, 
such as argumentation, clarity, and organization offer far more interesting food for thought than worries over 
mere spelling or punctuation. When writing, one should always keep in mind questions of “so what?” and “who 
cares?” and good theses frequently leave room for spirited debate.  
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Daily Schedule (*subject to change* – check our GuachoSpace page for updates!) 
Date In Class Schedule & Activities Due For Class 
Thur., 
Sept. 28 

Welcome! “Good Writing,” WP1 
assigned, GuachoSpace & 1BT/3Q’s 
assigned 

 

Tue., 
Oct. 3 

Genres & Genre Analysis, Explain it to 
an Alien, Analyzing News Genres 

Read Dirk & answer 1BT/3Q’s; bring in at least three 
articles on a newsworthy topic 

Thur., 
Oct. 5 

Revision Workshop I – Reducing Errors, 
Writing Process 

PB(a) due 

Tue., 
Oct. 10 

Revision Workshop II – Concision I, 
Reading Like a Writer 

PB(b) due; Read Bunn & answer 1BT/3Q’s, bring 
Hacker 

Thur., 
Oct. 12 

Reader Review day! WP1 rough draft due, bring Hacker 

Tue., 
Oct. 17 

Revision Workshop III - Organization, 
Reflection cover letter, WP2 assigned, 
Brainstorming Workshop 

WP1 submission pack due, WP1 reflection letter due 
October 18 by midnight on GuachoSpace, bring Hacker 

Thur., 
Oct. 19 

Library Research Tools Workshop (bring 
laptops if you like)  

Read McClure & answer 1BT/3Q’s 

Tue., 
Oct. 24 

Popular vs. Academic Resources, 
Notation Workshop, Citation Practices  

Read Rosenberg, bring Hacker 

Thur., 
Oct. 26 

Revision Workshop IV – Concision II, 
Discourse Communities 

PB(c) due 

Tue., 
Oct. 31 

Epistemology, Building Argumentation, 
Argument Fallacies 

PB(d) due; Read Steadman  

Thur., 
Nov. 2 

Quoting, Paraphrasing & Summarizing, 
Academic Voice 

Read selected “Tough Reading” 

Tue., 
Nov. 7 

Reader Review day! WP2 rough draft due, bring Hacker 

Thur., 
Nov. 9 

Revision Workshop V - Evidence, 
Reflection cover letter, WP3 assigned 

WP2 submission pack due, WP2 reflection letter due 
November 10 by midnight on GuachoSpace, bring 
Hacker 

Tue., 
Nov. 14 

Rhetoric & Rhetorical Analysis Read Carroll & answer 1BT/3Q’s 

Thur., 
Nov. 16 

Revision Workshop VI – Commas, 
Identifying rhetoric in campaign 
speeches 

PB(e) due; bring Hacker 

Tue., 
Nov. 21 

Academic writing for popular audiences Read Reid & answer 1BT/3Q’s (deadline for translation 
concept via GauchoSpace) 

Thur., 
Nov. 23 

No Class No Class 

Tue., 
Nov. 28 

Reader Review day! WP3 rough draft due, bring Hacker 

Thur., 
Nov. 30 

Revision Workshop VII – Conclusions, 
Reflection cover letter, Final Portfolio 
assigned 

WP3 submission pack due; Read Final Portfolio rubric 
(“A” grade column), WP3 reflection letter due November 
31 by midnight on GuachoSpace, bring Hacker 

Tue., 
Dec. 5 

Personal Conferencing  

Thur., 
Dec. 7 

Personal Conferencing  

Final Portfolio due Monday, December 11th in my mailbox in South Hall 3421 by 5PM 
(when the door is locked) 
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About Me 
You can call me Peter. I am a PhD candidate in the Religious Studies 
department working on medieval Chinese religions, with a focus on 
Buddhism. My dissertation examines how smell and aromatic substances 
influenced medieval religions in China. Obviously, my research stinks! 
(Sorry…)  

I have stayed in Buddhist temples in the US and in Asia and have 
assisted for over a dozen years at the Woodenfish Program, which brings 
colleges students to China to live in a Buddhist monastery for a month during 
the summer.  

This is my third year teaching Writing 2 for the Writing Program and 
I look forward to our time together working on our writing. 

 


